TALS - Teacher Apprenticeship
Pathways, Literacy and Special
Education

Courses numbered 500 to 799 = undergraduate/graduate. (Individual
courses may be limited to undergraduate students only.) Courses
numbered 800 to 999 = graduate.

TALS590. Independent Study (1-3).

Arranged individual independent study in specialized content areas
under the supervision of afaculty member. Repeatable up to 6 hours.
Prerequisite(s): departmental consent.

TALS615. Learning and Reading Strategies (3).

Students are provided with an understanding of the development of
learning and reading strategies and explore instructional approaches for
guiding elementary and secondary students in those strategies and their
use in content areas. This course covers principles and strategies used
in effective instruction, including comprehension, reading and writing
skills needed to become more literate in content areas.

TALS705. Scienceof Reading (2).

Provides a scientifically-based foundation in the cognitive, socio-
cultural, linguistic and motivational influences on literacy and language
development. The course presents the key scientifically-based reading
research foundations needed to understand how reading devel ops and
effective methods and strategies used to teach literacy skillsto young
children through young adults. Topics include understanding reading
research, cognitive psychology’s contributions to understanding the
reading process, language development, the sequence of learning

to read, the essential components of reading instruction, and an
introduction to the most effective approaches to teaching reading across
the grade levels. An overview of structured literacy and dyslexiais also
provided.

TALS711. Diversity and Inclusion (2).

Equips students with a deep understanding of the multifaceted nature of
diversity and its critical role in shaping educational environments. This
course explores key analytical constructs such as race, ethnicity, gender,
ability, sexual orientation and socioeconomic status (SES), examining
how their individual and combined effects impact—and can be
leveraged to inform—instruction, assessment and leadership. Through
acombination of theoretical exploration and practical application, this
course prepares candidates to lead and advocate for inclusive practices
in diverse educational settings. Course includes diversity content.
Prerequisite(s): admission to the program.

TALS712. Health, Movement and Physical Activity (2).
Provides the prospective elementary teacher with the knowledge

and techniques necessary to be able to integrate health, wellness

and physical activity appropriate to elementary education classroom
expectations and requirements aligned with elementary education
unified K-6 program standards. Content includes understanding of the
foundations of general, special, and inclusive education, development
and characteristics of al learnersincluding those with disabilities.
The purpose isto develop ablending of curriculums and techniques to
support positive academic growth. The use of multiple intelligences,
integration techniques, classroom management, health standards, and
curriculum and technology supports the goal of this course.

TALS714. Structured Literacy Instruction and Assessment  (3).
Covers literacy assessment strategies and instructional procedures,
curriculum and instruction alternatives, and program planning for the
literacy development of students, including those with reading and/
or writing disabilities (e.g., dyslexia). The course focuses on how, as
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ateacher, one participatesin tiered support systems and facilitates/
provides appropriately focused and intensive literacy instruction. A
focus on knowledge of diverse reading profiles, including dyslexia,
assessment (diagnostic, progress monitoring, screening and curriculum-
based measures), and structured literacy instruction, focusing on
phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics and word recognition,
oral reading fluency, vocabulary, morphology, listening and reading
comprehension, and writing. Course expectations for undergraduate
vs. graduate students are differentiated through assessment measures
such as exams, written assignments, learning tasks, etc. Graduate
expectations include advanced learning through additional, more
complex readings, course facilitation or experientia activities.

TALS734. Interventionsfor Dyslexia and Other Reading Related
Disorders (3).

Addresses principles and practices of evidence-based literacy
intervention for students with dyslexia, including the varied challenges
that students may encounter as they develop literacy, effective
intervention in various components of literacy, and the issues involved
in designing a comprehensive literacy intervention program. Covers
intervention strategies and instructional procedures, curriculum

and instruction aternatives, and program planning for the literacy
development of students with reading and/or writing disabilities. The
course focuses on how teachers and reading specialists participate in
tiered support systems and facilitates/provides appropriately focused
and intensive literacy instruction.

TALS736. Dyslexia and the Brain: Serving asa Literacy

Leader (2).

Addresses dyslexia s neurobiological origins, its effect on language
and literacy development, and the variationsin the processing and
development of the various elements of language and literacy among
students with and without dyslexia. The course also addresses linguistic
structures of and historical influences on the English language as

well as how to communicate information about reading to various
groups, develop literacy curricula, participate in or lead professional
development programs, participate in or conduct research, collaborate
or supervise other literacy practitioners, communicate assessment
results, and engage in professional activities.

TALS 738. Methods and Assessment: ELA and Social Studies (3).
Focuses on teaching and assessment methodology in English language
arts and socia studies for effective instruction in early childhood and
elementary classrooms. Explores the keys to successful integration

of language arts and socia studies into the elementary curriculum.
Candidates learn structures of the English language arts (reading,
writing, speaking, listening and language) as well as the science of
reading, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, orthography

and pragmatics. Candidates also learn the major concepts of social
studies (the integrated study of history, geography, people and places,
economics, civics, and government). Additionally, candidates explore
integrated curriculum, as well asindividual performance data to plan,
implement and assess language arts learning experiences for all learners
taking into account personalized learning needs and supports through
application of UDL principles, technology and intensive intervention as
individually appropriate.

TALS 739. Methods and Assessment: Math and Science (3).
Focuses on teaching and assessment methodology in mathematics and
science for effective instruction in early childhood and elementary
classrooms. Explores the keys to successful integration of math and
science in the elementary curriculum. Candidates learn the structures
of mathematics (counting and cardinality, operations and algebraic
thinking, number and operation n base ten and fractions, measurement
and data, geometry, ratios and proportional relationships, and statistics
and probability). Candidates also learn scientific disciplinary core
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ideas, cross-cutting concepts, and science and engineering practices

to plan, implement and assess |earning experiences that engage all
elementary studentsin curiosity, exploration, sense-making, conceptual
development and problem-solving. Additionally, candidates explore
integrated curriculum, as well asindividual performance datato plan,
implement and assess language arts learning experiences for all learners
taking into account personalized |earning needs and supports through
application of UDL principles, technology and intensive intervention as
individually appropriate.

TALS 740. Universal Design for Learning (1).

Candidates are provided with an introduction to Universal Design for
Learning (UDL). Emphasisis placed on the three principles of UDL:
multiple means of presentation, action and expression, and engagement
for instructional planning and implementation. Candidates are asked

to apply these principles within an educational setting including
curriculum, behavior support systems and environment. Candidates
examine the education unified profession and how UDL is a proactive
plan for creating an inclusive environment in which all students receive
personalized learning experiences.

TALS741. Learning and Educational Assessment (2).

Examines individual and group approaches to assessment, evaluation
and the basic concepts of standardized and non-standardized

educational assessment. Students |learn the appropriate methods for
selection, administration and interpretation of assessments. Research
and statistical concepts such asreliability, validity and standard error of
measurement are introduced. This course pays special attention to needs
assessments that can be used in an educational setting, particularly

in determining student learning needs. Formative assessments and
curriculum-based assessments are reviewed. Discussions include
historical perspectives regarding assessment, assessment ethics and

use of instruments with diverse populations. Language specific to
performance based assessments are introduced. Candidates use a variety
of assessment instruments, procedures and technologies for learner
screening, evaluation, eligibility decisions, instructional planning,
progress monitoring and technology considerations.

TALS 742. Integrating Learning Through the Artsand
Movement (2).

The teacher candidate understands and uses the central concepts,
tools of inquiry and structures of the arts (music, visual arts, dance
and/or theatre) to plan, implement and assess (with adaptations as
needed) learning experiences that engage all learners (including those
with specia needs) in critical thinking, creativity and collaborative
problem solving. This course also provides candidates with the
knowledge and techniques necessary to be able to integrate health,
wellness and physical activity appropriate to early childhood and
elementary education classroom expectations and requirements
aligned with KSDE standards. Content includes understanding of the
foundations of general, special and inclusive education, development
and characteristics of all learners including those with disabilities.
The purpose isto develop ablending of curriculums and techniques to
support positive academic growth. The use of multiple intelligences,
integration techniques, classroom management, health standards, and
curriculum and technology support the goal of this course.

TALS743. Internship | (1).

Provides candidates with a comprehensive, hands-on experiencein

early childhood and elementary educational settings. This course
integrates theoretical knowledge with practical application, allowing
candidates to develop and demonstrate professional competencies
necessary for effective early childhood and elementary education.
Candidates gain practical experience and develop the professional skills
needed to become effective and reflective educators, prepared to make a
positive impact on learners and their families.

TALS744. Internship Il (1).

Provides candidates with a comprehensive, hands-on experience in

early childhood and elementary educational settings. This course
integrates theoretical knowledge with practical application, alowing
candidates to develop and demonstrate professional competencies
necessary for effective early childhood and elementary education.
Candidates gain practical experience and develop the professional skills
needed to become effective and reflective educators, prepared to make a
positive impact on learners and their families.

TALS748. Internship 111 (1).

Provides candidates with a comprehensive, hands-on experience in

early childhood and elementary educational settings. This course
integrates theoretical knowledge with practical application, alowing
candidates to develop and demonstrate professional competencies
necessary for effective early childhood and elementary education.
Candidates gain practical experience and develop the professional skills
needed to become effective and reflective educators, prepared to make a
positive impact on learners and their families.

TALS749. Internship IV ().

Provides candidates with a comprehensive, hands-on experiencein

early childhood and elementary educational settings. This course
integrates theoretical knowledge with practical application, allowing
candidates to develop and demonstrate professional competencies
necessary for effective early childhood and elementary education.
Candidates gain practical experience and develop the professional skills
needed to become effective and reflective educators, prepared to make a
positive impact on learners and their families.

TALS821. Structured Literacy Practicum (3).

Candidates participate in a practicum experience, delivering
developmental and corrective reading instruction in a classroom
setting. Integrates the theoretical study of dyslexia assessment and
intervention practices with application in authentic settings. In this
course, candidates apply the principles of effective assessment and
intervention and implement evidence-based practices, including
structured literacy, for students with dyslexia and other reading related
disorderg/difficulties.

TALS860. Seminar in Research (2).

Helps MAT graduate students formulate an acceptable agenda

for the development of a professional action research project or
portfolio to satisfy the application requirements for the master’s

in teaching program. Fulfills the university’s professiona and
scholarly integrity training requirement covering research misconduct,
publication practices and responsible authorship, conflict of interest
and commitment, ethical issues in data acquisition, management, and
sharing and ownership.

TALS862. Evidence Based Inquiry: CapstoneProject | (1).
Students devel op a research-based inquiry proposal as a process for
increasing skills as evidence-based practitioners. A formal proposal
iswritten to research evidence-based practices or other important
knowledge bases.

TALS863. Evidence Based Inquiry: CapstoneProject 1 (1).
Students compl ete and present a research-based inquiry report as a
process for increasing skills as evidence-based practitioners. This
formal report is presented to a pre-identified audience describing the
results of an inquiry into a knowledge base relevant to the fields of
learning and instruction.

TALS890. Special Topics (1-3).

An umbrella course created to explore a variety of subtopics
differentiated by letter (e.g., 890A, 890B). Not all subtopics are offered
each semester — see the course schedule for availability. Students enroll
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in the lettered courses with specific topics in the titles rather than in this
root course. Prerequisite(s): departmental consent.



